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POULTON-LE-FYLDE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

- <8> - - 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Ninth  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  condition  of  the  Urban  District  Council  for  1925. 

Area. — -914  acres. 

Population-  -1921,  2,790  ;  1923,  2,755  ;  1924, 

2,803  ;  1925,  2,819. 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  705 

Number  of  separate  occupiers .  752 

Rateable  Value — Property  is . £21,447  0  0 


A  Penny  Rate  brings  in  £89  7s.  3d. 

Social  conditions,  including  the  chief  occupations  of  the 
inhabitants — Social  amenities  are  fair.  Only  one  mill  in  the 
District  (Cornmill).  The  District  is  largely  residential.  The 
industrial  population  are  employed  chiefly  on  the  Railway  and  the 
United  Alkali  Works,  Fleetwood,  and  casually  on  the  Blackpool- 
Oarstang  New  Road. 

The  influence  of  any  particular  occupation  on  public  health — 
None. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births- — -  Legitimate . 

Total. 

.  59  . 

Male 

.  30 

Illegitimate . 

O 

.  1 

Deaths . 

.  46  . 

.  23 

Female. 

..  29 
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Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  : 

M.  1.  F.  4.  F.  Illegitimate  1. 


Mean  of  5  years-  Birth  Rate. 

1900—1904 .  26.2 

1905-  1909 .  19.6 

1910-1914 .  16.8 

1159—1919 .  14.3 

1920—1924 .  19.0 

Year- 

1924  .  17.4 

1925  .  20.9 


Death  Rate. 

12.8 

Death  rate  from 
Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory 
System . 

....  0.87 

Rate  of  Deaths 
under  1  year  t<> 
1,000  Births. 

...  117 

13.6 

0.65 

...  117 

12.3 

....  0.47 

74 

14.7 

0.50 

80 

15.3 

...  0.73 

56 

17.4 

....  Nil. 

61 

16.3 

....  Nil.  . 

84 
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Increase  or  decrease  in  1925  on — 

Mean  of  5  years, 

1920 — 1924 .  up  1.9  up  1.0  down  073  up  28 

Previous  year  .  up  3.5  down  1.1  Nil.  up  23 

^Standardizing  factor  — ;  corrected  death-rate  —  per  1,000. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IN  CIVILIANS. 


Influenza .  1 

Cancer .  2 

Rheumatic  Fever .  0 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage . 0 

Heart  Disease .  4 

Arterio  Selerosis .  2 

Bronchitis .  2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) .  2 

Other  Respiratory  diseases  .  0 

Acute  Nephritis  .  0 

Congenital  Debility .  1 

Deaths  from  violence  .  1 

Other  defined  diseases .  8 


1 

9 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 


The  amount  of  Poor  Law  relief  ;  the  extent  to  which  hospital  and  other 
forms  of  gratuitous  medical  relief  are  utilised  : — January  1st,  1925,  to 
December  31st,  1925,  Out-Relief,  /100  12s.  Od. 

Any  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which  have  been  specially  noteworthy 
in  the  area  during  the  period  under  review  ;  and  any  conditions  of 
occupation  or  environment  which  appear  to  have  had  a  prejudicial 
effect  on  health  : — None  I  could  detect. 

2. — General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  or  available  : — 

I 'or  Smallpox — Elswick  Sanatorium.  Where  situate — Elswick,  six 

miles  off. 

For  other  Infectious  Diseases — Moss  .Side.  Where  situate — Moss  Side, 

Lytham. 

Joint  or  otherwise — Joint.  Yearly  precept. 

No.  of  Beds  available  for  your  District  :  For  Smallpox — as  required. 

For  other  Infectious  Diseases — same. 

Is  there  any  Hospital  Accommodation  in  the  district  for — 


(a)  Tuberculosis . No. 

(b)  Maternity  Cases  . No. 

(c)  Children . No. 


Give  postal  address  of  Union  Infirmary  and  any  other  Public  Institution 
in  District  : — Wesham,  Kirkham,  Lancs. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area — (continued). 


Have  any  of  the  following  been  provided 
in  vour  district  ?  : — 


Give  name,  situation,  nature 
of  accommodation,  and  by 
whom  provided. 


Institutional  provision  for  unmarried 
mothers,  illegitimate  infants,  and 

homeless  children . 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Give  day  and  time  open  . 

Day  Nursery . 

School  Clinic . 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary . 

Venereal  Diseases  Treatment  Centre.... 


None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 


Ambulance  facilities  :■ -  — 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases 


Moss  Side, 
Hospital. 


Ambulance 


from 


( b )  For  Non -infectious  and 
Accident  Cases  . 


Victoria  Hospital  and  Blackpool 
Police — all  motor. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :• — W.  A.  Riddell. 

Salarv  (including  Bonus)  as  M.O.H.  at  31/12/1925,  £33. 

Is  he  a  whole  or  part-time  Officer  ?- — Part  Time.  Any  other  public 
appointments  held  by  him — No. 

Sanitarv  Inspector  : — E.  Prescott.  Salary  (including  Bonus)  as  Inspector 
at  '31/12/1925,  £70 

Sanitary  Inspector  : — E.  Prescott. 

Salary  (including  Bonus)  as  Inspector  at  31/12/1925,  £70. 

Is  he  a  whole  or  part-time  Officer  ? — Part.  If  not,  what  other  appoint¬ 

ments  does  he  hold  ? — Surveyor,  Collector,  Assistant  Overseer. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors — None. 

Salary  (including  Bonus)  at  31  /12/1925,  None. 

Is  he  a  whole  or  part-time  Officer  ? — None. 

Any  Specialized  Inspectors  (e.g.,  I'ood  Inspector)  ? — None. 

Salary  (including  Bonus)  at  31/12/1925,  None. 

Is  he  a  whole  or  part-time  Officer  ? — None. 

Any  other  Public  Health  Officers,  such  as  Health  Visitors  and  Special  Nurses  . 
if  any,  give  names,  salaries,  diplomas  or  certificates,  or  qualifications: 
and  any  other  public  offices  held  by  them — None. 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Nature  of  arrangements  in  the  district 
for — 

(a)  General  Nursing  . . 

( b )  For  Infectious  Diseases,  e.g.. 

Measles,  &c . 

By  whom  provided  . 

If  not  by  Local  Authority,  state  financial 
arrangements  and  scheme  of  co¬ 
ordination  . 


None. 

None. 

District  Nursing  Association. 


None 


Generai,  Provision  or  Health  Services  in  the  Area — (continued). 


Is  there  a  District  Nursing  Association 

in  the  District?  .  Yes.  How  many  District  Nurses 

employed  ? — One. 

If  so,  does  any  arrangement  exist 
between  the  Council  and  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  in  respect  of  Child  Welfare 


Work  ?  .  No. 

If  no  such  arrangement  exists,  does  the 
Association  voluntarily  undertake 

Child  Welfare  Work  ? .  No. 

Does  the  Association  undertake — 

(a)  Midwifery  Cases  ? .  No. 

(h)  Monthly  Nursing  ? .  No. 


Has  any  local  scheme  been  prepared  in 
regard  to  the  Supply  of  Food  and  Milk 
for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers, 
and  of  Milk  for  Infants  ?  . 

Midwives. — Is  any  midwife  employed  by 
or  assisted  by  the  Local  Authority  ? 
Number  of  midwives  on  the  County 
Council  Register,  31  /12/1925  . 

Any  comments  as  to  the  sufficiency  or 
otherwise  of  the  midwifery  service 

Legislation  in  force — 

Specify  any — 

Local  Acts. 

Local  Orders. 

General  Adoptive  Acts. 


Bve-laws  relating  to  public  health 


No. 


No. 

On  Register — One. 

No.  actually  practising—  One. 

None. 


Operative  from 


Public  Health 
Act,  1875. 
Public  Health 
Act,  1925, 
Parts  2  to  5 
Slaughter¬ 
houses,  Dairies 
Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops, 
Common 
Lodging 
Houses, 
Offensive 
Trade. 


1st  March,  1920. 
Slaughter¬ 
houses,  13tli 
March.  1901. 
Offensive, 


Trades, 

1st 

March, 

1901. 

Diaries, 

Cow  - 

sheds, 

Milk- 

shops, 

1st 

|  nuu  ary 

,  1908 

Common 

Lodging 

1  louses, 

1st 

March. 

1001. 

Observations  as 
stration. 


to  their  admini- 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area — (continued). 


Particulars  as  to  co-operation  with — 

The  medical  and  ancillary  services  of 

the  National  Health  Insurance .  — 

The  Voluntary  Hospitals . Subscription  from  Council— 

Preston,  Manchester  and 
Blackpool. 

The  Poor  Law  or  other  agencies . . — - 


3. — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


Water  Supply — 

Source  and  quality . 

Fylde  Water  Board. 

Calder  Vale — Good 

Constant. 

Direct — 815.  By  stand  pipe.  Nil. 
None. 

None. 

None. 

Boulton  Road,  E.  and  W., 
Blackpool  Road,  First 
Avenue. 

Constant  or  intermittent . 

Approx.  No.  of  dwelling-houses  supplied.. 

Possibilities  of  contamination  . 

Any  liability  to  plumbo -solvent  action.  . 
\nv  insufficiency,  and  where . . 

Nature  of  extensions  (if  any)  during 
the  vear . 

Rivers  and  Streams — 

Action  taken  with  regard  to  the  Pollution 
of  Streams.  .Sources  and  nature . 

Several  ditches  cleansed. 
Inspections  and  Reports,  New 
Drainage  put  in.  Gasworks. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage — 

Sewage  Disposal  Works,  method  of 

treatment . 

What  is  the  character  of  the  Drainage 
System  ?  Any  developments  during 
year . 


Areas,  or  Townships,  without  proper 

drainage  system  . 

Action  taken — Drain  Testing,  Flushing, 
&c . 


No  treatment.  Tidal  outfall. 


Combined,  New  Sewers  and 
Extensions,  New  Sewerage 
Scheme  in  preparation. 

Undeveloped  Farm  Bands. 

Smoke  tested.  Regular  flush- 
ing  and  cleansing.  


Closet  Accommodation  at  end  of  1025  : — 

Privy  Middens:  No.  of  Middens  IS.  No.  of  Closets  attached  to 
these  Middens  18.  No.  of  Pail  Closets  10.  No.  of  Dry  Ashpits  (excluding 
Middens )  142.  No.  of  I'resh  Water  Closets  842.  No.  of  Movable 
Ashbins  for  refuse  012.  No.  of  Waste  Water  Closets  7. 


Conversions — 

No.  of  Frivv  Closets. 


During  Year 


(To  Fresh  W.C.’s. 
'To  Waste  W.C.'s 
I  To  Pails,  &c. 


1926.  v 
lit  ' 


During  5 
cars  1921-25. 


No. 

No. 

No. 


of  Pail  Closed  s. 


i  To  Fresh  W.C.’s. 

1  To  Waste  W.C.’s 
of  Waste  W.C.’s  to  Fresh  W.C.’s., 
of  Houses  at  which  Movable  Ashbins  liav 
been  substituted  for  fixed  receptables... 


4 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  oe  the  Area — (continued). 

Is  there  any  definite  policy  at  the  present  time  for  abolishing  privy 
middens  and  pail  closets  ?  Yes.  In  all  cases  Notices  are  being 
served . 

Does  Council  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  conversion  No. 

If  so,  how  much  ?  None. 

What  kind  of  closet  accommodation  is  being  provided  for  new  property  ? 
Water  Closets. 


Scavenging — 

Character  and  efficiency  of  the 
arrangements  for  Scavenging  and 
Removal  and  Disposal  of  House 

Refuse  for  whole  of  district . 

How  performed  (state  whether  In- 
Sanitary  Authority,  Contract,  or 

Occupiers  of  Houses)  ?  . 

Are  motor  vehicles  used  ?  . 

If  Privy  Middens  exist,  are  they 

emptied  by  day  or  night  ? . 

How  is  the  Refuse  disposed  of  ? . 

Has  a  Destructor  been  provided  ? 


Sanitary  Inspections  during  192.5 — 

No.  of  premises  visited  . 

Defects  or  nuisances  . 

No.  of  Notices  served . 

Legal  proceedings  . 


Carried  out  by  covered  carts. 


San i tar v  Authoritv. 
No. 

No,  before  8-0  a. m. 
Tip  in  Country. 

No. 


175. 

No.  discovered  53.  No.  abated 
Informal  15.  Letters  written 
Statutory  4. 

No. — Nil.  Result — Nil. 


53. 

43. 


.Smoke  Nuisance — 

Any  special  action  taken  with  regard  to  smoke  abatement — No. 

No.  of  Observations — None.  No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  and  result — 

None. 

What  is  the  time  limit  allowed  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke  per  hour  ? 
None  fixed. 


Offensive  Trades . 

No. — None.  Character — None. 

Action  taken  or  needed — None. 

Workshops  and  Workplaces  . 

What  is  their  condition  ?  Good 

Common  Lodging-houses . 

Number — One.  Are  they 

Registered  ?  Yes. 

What  is  their  condition  ?  Good. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings  . 

Action  taken  or  needed — One 
case  of  overcrowding  relieved 

Schools  . 

Sanitary  condition — Good . 

Water  Supply,  &c. — 1'ylde 
Water  Board. 

Canal  Boats  . 

Number  Inspected — Nil. 

Number  of  Infringements  of 
Acts— Nil. 
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4. — HOUSING. 

Housing  :  General  Observations  and  Conclusions. 

(I.)  General  housing  conditions  in  Ihe  area  : — 

(1)  General  housing  conditions— May  be  said  to  be  good  on  the  whole 

and  owners  on  interview  have  invariably  shewn  a  willingness  to 
carry  out  work. 

(2)  Ui)  Extent  of  shortage  or  excess  of  houses — Any  shortage  is  due  to 

overflow  of  lodgers  from  Blackpool  and  particularly  of  labouring 
classes  employed  in  Thornton  at  the  Alkali  Works. 

(b)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  to  meet  any  shortage — To  meet 
conditions  in  Poulton,  the  Council  have  erected  12  houses,  four 
are  in  erection,  and  a  further  six  contemplated. 

(3)  Information  as  to  any  important  changes  in  population  during  the 

period  under  review  or  anticipated  in  the  future — It  is  anticipated 
that  any  prolonged  stoppage  at  the  Alkali  Works,  Thornton, 
would  cause  a  reduction  of  population,  this  has  occurred  slightly 
when  the  Company  recently  built  some  houses. 

(II.)  Overcrowding  : — 

(1)  Extent — A  recent  investigation  into  applicants  for  Council  houses 

revealed  that  this  was  largely  overstated. 

(2)  Causes — Families  living  together  to  save  expenses,  in  some  cases  it 

has  been  found  that  immediately  one  family  have  been  housed, 
the  people  have  taken  in  others. 

(3)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  for  dealing  with  overcrowding — 

12  Council  houses,  four  more  in  erection,  six  more  contemplated. 

(4;  Principal  cases  of  overcrowding  during  the  year  1925,  and  action 
taken — Relieved  by  Council  houses,  and  Landlords  undertaken 
to  let  to  smaller  families  and  stop  lodgers. 

(III.)  Fitness  of  houses  : — 

(1)  (a)  General  standard  of  housing  in  the  area — Is  good  ;  the  older 

houses  have  usually  been  in  possession  of  generations  of  one 
family. 

(b)  General  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  in  unfit  houses — 
Lack  of  Water  Supply  and  sink  inside,  lack  of  ventilation,  privy 
closet  accommodation. 

(c)  How  far  defects  are  due  to  the  lack  of  proper  management  and 
supervision  by  owners,  or  to  acts  of  waste  or  neglect  by  tenants — 
Owners  as  a  rvde  have  been  agreeable  to  improve  and  tenants 
have  done  quite  a  lot  voluntarily. 

(2)  General  action  taken  as  regards  unlit  houses  under — 

(a)  The  Public  Health  Acts— Letters  or  Informal  Notices  followed 
by  interviews  have  usually  been  sufficient. 

(b)  The  Housing  Acts— Letters  usually  sufficient.  One  Notice 
served-  Property  being  back  to  back,  owner  does  not  intend 
to  re-let,  now  empty. 

(3)  Difficulties  found  in  remedying  unfitness,  either  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts  or  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1025 — Through 
communication,  back  to  back  houses,  Little  Poulton. 
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Housing — (continued}. 

Special  measures  taken  or  suggested  : — 

(a)  Any  special  action  to  secure  improved  management  of  property 
by  owners — Interviews. 

(ft)  Better  care  of  property  by  tenants — Interviews. 

(r)  The  gradual  carrying  out  of  repairs  according  to  agreed  arrange¬ 
ments — Interviews  which  have  resulted  in  Conversions  ami 
Drainage  Improvements. 

( (l )  Any  special  method  of  dealing  with  unfit  back-to-back  houses, 
or  other  types  of  insanitary  property — Exist  only  in  one  place, 
and  as  other  accommodation  is  found,  owner  is  closing  same. 

(4)  Conditions  so  far  as  they  affect  housing,  as  regards  : 

(a)  Water  supply — Abundant,  Fylde  Water  Board. 

( b )  Closet  accommodation — -Much  progress  made  in  conversion 

from  privies  to  water  closets.  All  outstanding  cases  being 
dealt  with. 

( c )  Refuse  disposal — -Every  effort  being  made  to  substitute  bins 

for  ashpits.  All  new  property — Bins  removed  weekly. 

(d)  Measures  taken  during  1025  as  regards  (a),  (/;),  and  (c) — (a) 

Extension  of  Water  Main  ;  (b)  Betters,  interviews  and  Notices  : 
(c)  Ashpits  to  Bins  during  year  31.  In  all  cases  of  conversion 
substitution  of  bins  is  recommended. 

(IV.)  Unhealthy  areas  : — 

Information  as  to  complaints  received  or  representations  made  and 
action  taken,  in  regard  to  unhealthy  areas — None. 

(V).  Byelaws  relating  to  houses,  to  houses  let  in  lodging,  and  to  tents,  vans, 
sheds,  &c.  : — • 

(1)  As  to  working  of  existing  byelaws — Not  revised  since  1000.  Common 

Lodging-house,  well-conducted  men  only  taken  in.  Only  one 
Van  Dwelling  with  closet  accommodation  and  water  supply  attached. 

(2)  As  to  need  for  new  bye-laws  or  revision  of  existing  live-laws  New 

Building  Bye-laws  are  in  the  printer’s  hands. 

(VI.)  General  and  Miscellaneous  : — 

Generally,  an  account  of  any  action  bearing  on  the  public  health,  not 
covered  by  the  above  particulars,  which  lias  been  taken  during  the 
year  by  the  Local  Authority  in  connection  with  overcrowding, 
insanitary  property,  and  housing,  whether  under  the  Housing  Acts 
or  the  Public  Health  Acts,  including  any  action  taken  by  the 
Athuority  to  provide  information  as  to  the  proper  use  of  household 
fittings  (e.g.,  sinks,  water-closets,  &c.)  and  the  disposal  of  household 
refuse  so  far  as  possible  by  burning — Cases  of  overcrowding  investi¬ 
gated  by  Inspector  and  also  by  Committee.  The  proper  use  of 
household  fittings  explained  in  detail  by  the  Surveyor  to  all  tenants 
of  Council  Houses,  and  in  all  cases  where  conversions  have  been 
carried  out.  Refuse  men  are  instructed  to  point  out  to  house¬ 
holders  all  vegetable  matter  in  bins  and  request  same  to  be  burnt 
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Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year,  1925. 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  ( b )  43 

(. b )  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts — 

(i.)  By  the  Local  Authority  ....  .  ....  ....12 

(ii.)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ....  ....  ....  ....  21 

No.  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  under  Council’s  building  scheme  4 


Financial  assistance  for  purposes  of  increasing  housing  accom¬ 
modation  : — 

Have  any  advances  been  made  during  1925 

(a)  By  loans  ? — No.  No. — None.  Amount  of  loans,  None. 

( b )  By  subsidy  ? — Yes.  No. — 21.  Amount  of  subsidies, 

£1,575. 

U njit  Dwelling-houses — 

Inspection —  1)  Total  No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ....  ....  11 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations, 

1910  or  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ....  42 

(.‘1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  1 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
(3)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  11 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices — ■ 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authoritv  or  their  Officers  9 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  ....  ....  ....  1 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 

of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners — 1.  ( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners — None. 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  : — Verbal  only  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ....  ....  ....  — 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners — None.  (/;)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 
of  owners — None. 
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Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1925 — (continued). 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925— 

(1)  No.  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making  of 

Closing  Orders  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered 

tit  .  — 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ....  ....  ....  .  .  ....  ....  ....  — 

(5)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders 

D.  — No.  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily  bv  owners,  or  converted 

to  workshops,  &c.  .  ..  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

5. — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. — -Observations  on — 

(1)  The  wholesomeness  of  the  milk  produced  within  or  brought  into  the 

d  istrict — Good . 

(2)  The  general  adequacy  of  the  arrangements  for  the  supply  and  distri¬ 

bution  of  milk  of  pure  and  wholesome  character  —  Quite 
satisfactory. 

(3)  The  administration  of  The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act, 

1915,  The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  and  The 
Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Orders — Dairies,  Cowshed, 
and  Milkshops  visited  by  Inspector.  Willingness  shewn  at 
all  times  to  effect  any  suggestions  made. 


The  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Order,  1923- 

No.  of  Dealers’  licences  issued 
during  1925  in  respect  of  : 


No.  of  licences  issued  in  respect 
of  “Pasteurised”  Milk  : 


“Certified”  Milk — None. 

“Grade  A  (Tuberculin  Tested)” 
Milk — None. 

“Grade  A”  Milk — None. 
Pasteurising  Plants  —None. 
Retail  Distributors — None. 


Types  of  apparatus  licensed  for  the  pasteurisation  of  milk  None. 

Any  refusal  or  revocation  of  registration  of  retailers  or  of  licences  for 
graded  milk,  with  reasons  for  the  refusal  or  revocation — None. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk¬ 
shops- — 

Ale  they  periodically  in 

spected  ?  . 

Give  date  of  the  Regulations 
made  under  the  Order  of 
the  L.G.B . 


Yes.  What  is  their  condition  ? — 
Usually  good. 


1  /  I  ,  1908.  Are  they  enforced  ? — Yes. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food— (continued). 


Amount  of  airspace  in  cubic 
feet  required  for  each  cow 


Cow  keepers 


Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  Milk 
(other  than  Cowkeepers)  .... 


(a)  Where  cows  are  liabituallv  grazed 

800  feet. 

( b )  Where  cows  arc  not  habitually 

grazed  All  grazed. 

Total  No.  of  Cowkeepers  10.  No.  on 
Register  10.  No.  of  Inspec¬ 
tions  during  year  — . 

Total  No.  of  Dairymen  or  Milk 

Purveyors  2.  No.  on  Register 


Anv  arrangements  for  veterinary 
inspection  of  dairy  cows  ? 

Give  particulars  . 

Action  taken  as  to 

(i.)  Tuberculous  Milk  . 

(ii.)  Tuberculous  Cattle 


None. 

None. 

None. 


No.  of  samples  of  milk  obtained  during  1925  for  bacteriological  examination 
None.  Results  of  bacteriological  examination — None. 

( b )  Meat.-  -Observations  on — 

(1)  Meat  inspection  (including  arrangements  for  inspection  at  the  time 

of  slaughter  and  for  marking  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1924;  disease  in  meat  and  arrangements  for  disposal  of 
condemned  meat — No  marking  is  carried  out.  Condemned  meat 
is  removed  to  the  Destructor  and  Offal  plant  of  the  Blackpool 
Corporation.  The  administration  of  the  Act  has  materially  increased 
the  work  of  Inspector.  The  Auction  Mart  Slaughterhouse  wherein 
killing  is  carried  on  for  several  butchers  in  neighbouring  towns  is 
visited  three  times  daily,  8-30  a.m.,  1-0  p.m.,  and  5- 30  p.m. 

(2)  Administration  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  as 

regards  stalls,  shops,  stores  and  vehicles — No  stalls,  vehicles 
are  all  closed  ones.  Shops,  nothing  hung  outside,  tops  of  windows 


to  open.  Wrappers  and  coverings  of  vehicles  regularly  examined. 
(3)  Has  a  public  slaughterhouse  been  provided  ? — No. 

Private  slaughterhouses  : — 

In  1920.  In  January,  1925.  In  December,  1925 
No.  registered  .....  3  3  3 

No.  licensed  .  3  3  3 


(3)  Other  Poods  : — 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  places  where 
food  is  prepared 

Bakehouses... . 

Other  Premises . 

Amount  of  food  condemned  or  surrender¬ 
ed  during  1925  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption — 

Tuberculous  carcases  and  parts 

Diseased,  unsound,  or  unwhole¬ 
some  meat  ( other  than  abate)  ... 

Other  foodstuffs  ..  . 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  and  result 
Pood  poisoning  ?  Action  taken  (if  any).... 


Number —  5.  C  oud  it  ion  •('.<  >od . 


8  Beasts. 

4  Slice)),  3  Calves,  4  Cow 
Livers. 

I  Case  Pressed  Meat. 
Pierced  tins. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food — (continued). 


Action  taken  by  Local  Authority  (if  any) 
in  respect  of — 

(i.)  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts .  . 

(ii.)  Condensed  Milk  Regs.,  11(23  .  ..  - 

(iii.)  Dried  Milk  Regs.,  1923 .  . . . 

(iv.)  Milk  and  Cream  Regs.,  1912 — 17,.  - 

0. — Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 
Infectious  Diseases  Generally. 

Note.  The  Ministry  of  Health  state  the  prevalence  of  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  during  the  period  since  1920  should  be  reviewed,  and  note¬ 
worthy  facts  as  to  the  source  or  spread  of  infection  should  be  recorded — 
Nothing  noteworthy  took  place. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin. — Notes  on  the  supply  and  prompt  use  :  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  asking. 

Is  a  supply  kept  within  the  district  ? — Yes.  If  so,  where  ? — Medical 

Officer  of  Heatlh. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — Any  special  occurrence — No  case. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Discovery  of  "return’'  cases — None. 

Pneumonia,  Malaria,  Dysentery,  and  Trench  Fever.— Experience  in  regard 
to  these  diseases— None  occurred. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations — Arrangements- — 

No.  of  specimens  examined  in  1925  : — 

Blood — Nil.  Sputum — Nil.  Throat  Swabs — Nil.  .Swabs  for 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum- — Nil. 

Action  taken  in  regard  to  (a)  Contacts,  lb)  Return  Cases,  ( c )  Carrier  cases — 
None. 

Has  anv  use  been  made  of  the  tests  known  as  the  Schick  and  Dick  tests  in 
diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  respectively,  or  of  the  recently  developed 
artificial  methods  of  immunization  against  these  diseases  ? — No. 

Publis  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. — No.  of  vaccin¬ 
ations  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  (a)  primary — 
Nil.  (b)  re- vaccinations — Nil. 

If  anv  of  the  following  diseases  are  compulsorily  notifiable  in  your  district, 
state  for  what  period  — 

Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years),  Chicken-pox, 
any  others — No. 

Observations — No. 

No.  of  times  School  Closure  adopted  during  1925  for — 

Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough.  Chicken-pox, 
Influenza,  any  other  diseases  (specify  same) — None. 

No.  of  Reports  made  during  1925  under  Section  14  (4)  Sanitary  Officers 
Order,  1922 — None. 

Inllucuza. — Observations  on  any  special  inquiries  undertaken  in  connection 
with  epidemics — None. 

Has  any  special  attention  been  given  to  {a)  cancer,  {b)  locally  contracted 
anthrax,  and  ( c )  rabies  ? — No. 

Disinfection  : — 

No.  of  Houses  disinfected  during  1925-  -0.  Method  (state  disinfectant 
used)-  Spray  Formaldehyde,  Fumigate  Formaldehyde. 

Are  Houses  disinfected  after  (a)  Phthisis  Yes.  [b)  Measles  Yes,  if  asked. 
Apparatus  used  for  Clothing,  Bedding,  &c.  (steam  or  otherwise) — None. 
No.  of  Articles  disinfected— All  contents  of  rooms  disinfected  and  anything 
else  placed  therein. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases— -(continued). 
Where  is  Appraatus  situated  ? — Town  Hall,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office. 
If  Apparatus  at  Hospital  is  available,  is  it  used  for  the  disinfection 
of  Clothing,  Bedding,  &c.,  of  Patients  not  removed  to  the 
Hospital  ? — No. 

If  not,  please  state  how  disinfection  of  Clothing,  &c.,  in  these  cases 
is  carried  out — Qpened  out  in  rooms. 

Ativ  arrangements  fo.r  bathing  verminous,  &c.,  persons  ? — No. 

In  how  many  instances  has  disinfestation  been  carried  out  ?  —  None. 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year,  1925. 


Total  Capes 

Notified 

Total  Cases  removed  K 

to  Hospital.  8 
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Diphtheria, 
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Enteric  Fever 
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Pneumonia 
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Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1925. 


New  Cases. 

HEATHS  (The  numLer  of 

deaths  classified  should  agree 
with  the  total  supplied  bylthe 
Registrar  General). 

Age — Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

Years. 

0—1  . 

1—5  . 

- - 

- - 

— 

— 

—  :  — 

— 

— 

o — 10  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

10—15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  1  — 

— 

- - 

15—20  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

20—25  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

—  — 

— 

— 

25 — 35  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

—  ■ — 

— 

— 

35—45  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

45 — 55  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

55 — 05  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_  i  _ 

— 

_ 

05  and  upwards 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

What  is  the  ratio  of  noil-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  tuberculosis 
deaths  ?  All  are  notified.  Almost  all  cases  are  notified. 

In  your  opinion,  is  the  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  your  district  efficient  ? 
Yes.  Very  efficient. 

Has  any  action  been  taken  in  cases  of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  notify  ? 
No. 

Is  there  any  evidence  of  excessive  incidence  of,  or  mortality  from,  tuber¬ 
culosis  in  any  particular  occupation  in  the  district  ?  No. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

Any  action  taken  under  these  Regulations  (Articles  3,  5,  0  and  7)  relating  to 
tuberculosis  employees  in  the  milk  trade.  No. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  92. 

Any  actioii  taken  under  this  Section.  No. 

If  so,  No.  of  applicants  for  compulsory  removal  to  hospital.  None. 

No.  of  cases  in  which  Orders  were  granted — None  ;  observations — 
None. 

7. — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  state  the  Medical  Officer’s  Report  should  include 
information  on  — 

(1)  The  general  arrangements  made  for  attending  to  the  health  of  expectant 

and  nursing  mothers  and  of  children  under  five  years  of  age,  including 
the  work  of  health  visitors,  midwives,  and  nurses.  None. 

(2)  Consultation  and  Treatment  Centres.  None. 
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Maternity  and  Chii.d  WRi.FARE — (continued). 

(3)  Maternity  homes  and  hospitals  and  other  institutions  for  the  reception 

of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children  as  in-patients. 
None. 

(4)  The  incidence  of  maternal  mortality  and  investigations  iuto  maternal 

deaths,  still-births,  and  infant  deaths.  None. 

(5)  The  development  of  ante-natal  work  at  Centres  and  in  connection  with 

the  midwifery  service  where  this  has  proved  practicable.  None. 

(ti)  Methods  of  dealing  with  unmarried  mothers  and  illegitimate  children 
and  with  children  permanently  or  temporarily  deprived  of  a  home 
with  their  own  parents.  None. 

(7)  The  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  food  and  milk.  None. 

(8)  The  arrangements  for  orthopaedic  treatment  in  areas  in  which  such 

treatment  is  provided  for  children  under  5  years  of  age.  Generally 
sent  to  Preston  or  Liverpool. 

(9)  The  work  of  voluntary  societies  in  the  area  in  connection  with  maternitv 

and  child  welfare  and  the  place  occupied  by  each  in  the  Local 
Authority’s  scheme.  None. 

(10)  The  co-ordination  of  all  the  work  under  this  sub-section  with  the  .School 

Medical  Service.  None. 

(11)  Observations  on  the  incidence  of  puerperal  fever,  ophthalmia  neona¬ 

torum,  measles,  whooping  cough,  epidemic  diarrhoea,  poliomyelitis, 
and  other  infectious  diseases  of  parturient  women,  infants,  and 
young  children,  and  the  methods  adopted  to  diminish  the  mortality 
and  permanent  injury  to  health  caused  by  these  diseases,  and  the 
results  achieved  by  these  methods.  None. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Details  should  be  given  for  all  County  districts  in  the  following  table  of 
each  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  notified  during  1925. 


Cases. 

Vision 

Unimpaired. 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

Notified 

Nil. 

Treatc 

id. 

At  Home. 

In  Hosp’l. 

Notable  Sanitary  Improvements  during  1925.  New  Sewers,  Conversions 
Privies  to  Water-closets,  Conversion  Trough  Closets  to  Washdowns 
C.E.  Schools. 

Chief  Sanitary  Requirements  of  District.  Public  Lavatory. 

There  was  no  cause  of  sickness  specially  noteworthy  in  the 
area,  and  no  occupation  which  appeared  to  me  prejudice  to  health. 

Hospital  for  small-pox,  Elswick,  six  miles  off.  Infectious 
diseases,  Moss  .Side,  at  Lytham.  Joint  yearly  precept.  Number 
of  beds  :  as  required. 


18 


Tuberculosis  at  Els  wick. 

Maternity  Cases  :  None. 

vSick  Children  :  None. 

Have  any  of  the  following  been  provided  in  this  area  : 

Provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  children,  or 
homeless — None. 

Day  Nursery,  School  Clinic,  Tuberculosis,  Dispensary, 
Venereal  Diseases  Centre  None. 

Ambulance  for  infectious  cases  had  from  Moss  Side.  Accident 
cases,  motor  from  Blackpool  Police  ;  the  Union  Infirmary,  Vesham, 
Kirkham. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  W.  Riddell,  £33  a  year,  part 
time.  Any  other  Public  appointment — No. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  E.  Prescott,  salary  and  bonus,  31  12/1925, 
£70  ;  also  Surveyor,  Collector,  and  Assistant  Overseer. 

Assistant  Inspectors-  None.  No  specialized  I'ood  Inspector. 
Salary  and  bonus-  -None. 

We  have  no  health  nurses  or  special  nurses. 

Nature  of  arrangements  in  the  area  for  general  nursing  for 
infectious  cases  of  measles — None. 

We  have  one  nurse  provided  by  the  Nursing  Association.  She 
does  no  midwifery  cases  or  monthly  nursing. 

There  has  not  been  a  local  scheme  in  regard  to  supply  of  food 
or  milk  for  expectant  or  nursing  mothers,  and  milk  for  babies. 

We  have  one  midwife  on  the  register,  and  no  comment  has 
been  made  about  the  midwifery  service. 

Legislation  in  Force.  —Local  Acts  and  Local  Orders — None. 
General  Adoption  Acts — Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  Public 
Health  Act,  1925,  parts  2  to  5— operative  from  1  3/192(1.  Bye¬ 
laws  relating  to  Public  Health,  Slaughter  Houses,  Dairies  and  Cow¬ 
sheds  and  Milkshops,  Common  Lodging  Houses  and  Offensive 
Trades — Slaughter  Houses,  13/3  190(1;  Offensive  Trades, 
13/3/1902;  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  11  1908. 
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Particulars  as  to  co-operation  with  the  voluntary  hospital— 
Subscription  from  the  Council  to  Preston,  Lancaster  and  Blackpool. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water.  1'ylde  Water  Board.  A  constant  and  good  supply. 
815  dwelling-houses  supplied.  No  chance  of  contamination  or 
liability  to  plumbo-solvent  action.  No  inefficiency  anywhere  in 
the  area.  Extensions  in  the  year  made  on  the  New  Road,  E. 
and  W. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  -Small  ditches  cleansed.  Inspections 
and  Reports-  New  drainage  put  in.  .Sewage  disposal — Non¬ 
treatment,  tidal  outfall.  The  character  of  the  drainage  system- 
combined.  New  sewers  and  extension.  The  new  system  in 
preparation.  Areas  without  proper  system-  -undeveloped  farm 
lands. 

Drains  are  regularly  flushed  and  cleansed,  and  smoke  tested. 


Closet  accommodation  at  end  of  1925  :-  - 

No.  of  Privy  Middens .  18 

Closets  attached  to  these  middens .  18 

Pail  Closets .  10 

Fresh  Water  Closets  .  842 

Waste  Water  Closets .  7 

Dry  Ashpits .  148 

Movable  Ashbins  .  (112 

No.  of  Privy  Closets  to 

Fresh  Water  Closets  .  19 

Waste  Water  Closets . 

Pails  .  — 

No.  of  Waste  W.C.’s  to  Fresh  W.C.’s  .  4 

No.  of  Houses  at  which  Movable  Ashbins  have  been 
substituted  for  fixed  receptacles . . 


All  Privy  Middens  and  Pail  Closets  arc  being  gradually 
abolished  and  notices  are  being  served,  and  the  Council  does  not 
pay  towards  the  cost  of  conversion  to  W.C.’s. 
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Scavenging.- — The  Scavenging  is  done  by  five  covered  horse 
carts  before  8-0  a.m.  The  tip  is  in  the  country,  one  mile  from  the 
Town  Hall.  We  do  not  own  a  Destructor  as  yet,  but  it  is  necessary. 
It  is  all  supervised  by  Sanitary  Authority. 

175  premises  visited.  Defects  or  nuisances  53.  Number 
abated  53.  Notices  served — Informal  15,  statutory  4.  letters 
written  43  ;  result,  nil. 

No  special  action  taken  with  regard  to  smoke  abatement. 

No.  of  observations— -None.  No.  of  legal  proceedings  taken, 
and  result — None.  Time  limit  for  emission  of  black  smoke  per 
hour — None  fixed. 

Offensive  Trades — None.  Action  taken  or  needed — None. 

All  works  and  workshops  are  in  good  condition. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.—  1  registered  and  in  good 
condition. 

Schools. — Sanitary  condition—  Good.  Fylde  Water  Board 
water  supply. 

Canal  Boats. — No.  inspected — None.  No.  infringements 
of  Acts. 

I  remain,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  .Servant, 


WILLIAM  RIDDELL,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Poulton-le-Fvlde. 
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Poulton-le-Fylde  Urban  District  Council. 

- <g> - 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

ON  THE 

SANITARY  CONDITION 

OF  THE 

District  for  the  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1925. 

- <8> - 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Poulton-le-Fylde 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  Sixth  Annual  Report 
and  Summary  on  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  of  your 
Council. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

General  Inspections .  175 

Letters  Written .  43 

Informal  Notices .  15 

Statutory  Notices .  4 

Notices  under  Housing  Acts .  4 

Various  Nuisances,  Tests,  &c.,  Dealt  with. 

Bakehouses,  special  visits .  5 

Common  Lodging  House,  Special  Visits  .  3 

Conversions,  Privies  to  W.C.’s,  Advice .  4 

Defects  in  W.C.'s  .  d 

Disinfections  after  Infectious  Disease .  3 

Disinfection  Hackney  Carriages  .  1 

Ditch  Inspections  .  4 

Drain  Smoke  Tests .  21 

Drain  Water  Tests .  1 

Drain  Inspections .  H 

Drainage  Systems  reported  on .  3 


Drains  Surface  .Examined . 

Drains  Defective  and  Stopped 
Food,  Unsound,  Destroyed 
House,  .Special  Examinations 
Sewer  Connections  Examined 
Sewer  Extensions  Examined  .. 
Stream  Pollution  . . 


10 

37 

1 


9 


10 

1 


Public  Health  Meat  Act,  1924. 


Notices  of  intention  to  slaughter  947  relating  to— 


Beasts. 

Sheep,  &c. 

Calves. 

Pigs. 

Casualties— 

089 

4,147 

517 

39 

Condemned— 

4 

20 

9 

0 

Livers 

8 

4 

Q 

o 

4 

All  the  above  voluntary  surrended  after  examination  except 
in  one  case  when  a  magistrates  order  was  obtained.  Condemned 
matter  is  sent  to  the  Blackpool  Corporation  Destructor  Plant, 
the  Council  having  no  facilities  to  deal  with  the  same. 

Particulars  of  Sanitary  Accommodation. 


Privy  Closets  .  IS 

Pail  Closets  . 10 

Dry  Ashpits . 143 

Fresh  Water  Closets  .  S42 

Waste  Water  Closets . 7 

Portable  Dustbins .  012 


Sanitary  Conversions  during  vicar. 


Privy  Closets  to  Water  Closets .  19 

Ashpits  to  Bins  .  .  31 

Waste  Water  Closets  to  Fresh  Water  Closets .  4 

Trough  Water  Closets  to  Fresh  Water  Closets .  13 

Privies  which  are  still  convertible  to  W.C.’s .  12 


Bakehouses.  -Number  on  register  4.  Well  maintained. 


Common  Lodging  House. —The  conduct  of  this  is  good  and 
place  well  maintained.  Confined  to  male  lodgers  only,  the 
accommodation  being  for  30,  usually  full. 

Cattle  Auction  Mart.— The  premises,  stalls  and  pens  are 
well  maintained. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.— Usually  well  maintained.  Number 
on  register  being  : 

Cowkeepers . 

Dairymen . 

Retail  Milk  Purveyors . 

Wholesale  Milk  Purveyors 

Housing  and  Town  Planning,  Procedure  goes  on  under 
Interim  Development  Order.  Map  No.  2  and  Preliminary  State¬ 
ment  deposited  with  Ministry.  The  Council’s  second  Housing 
Scheme  of  four  houses  is  nearing  completion. 


Houses  Certified  for  Habitation  during  Year .  31 

Houses  in  course  of  erection .  21 

Subsidies  granted  to  Private  Enterprise .  24 


Rat  Extinction.— Regularly  carried  out  on  Council’s  Premises 
and  Refuse  Tip.  Advice  given  by  printed  circulars  and  visits. 


11 

2 

5 

5 


Slaughterhouses. — 3  on  register,  regularly  inspected.  The 
Slaughterhouse  of  the  Auction  Mart  Co.  is  used  for  the  killing  of 
considerable  quantities  of  meat  for  consumption  in  the  Borough 
of  Blackpool  and  other  adjacent  Authorities.  In  the  holiday 
season  the  accommodation  of  this  place  is  totally  inadequate  for 
the  work  carried  on,  and  it  would  be  pleasing  to  see  an  enlargement 
of  these  premises  which  could  easily  be  carried  out  with  the  space 
available.  Attention  has  been  called  to  the  effectual  screening 
of  the  pens  of  cattle  awaiting  slaughter,  also  to  the  number 
of  persons  apparently  without  business  who  seem  to  be  continuallv 
about  the  premises  during  killing, 
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Workshops. — 15  registered  and  are  well  maintained. 

Watercourses.— Considerable  attention  has  been  given  to 
these,  the  main  ditches  and  dykes  on  the  Northerly  side  of  the  town 
have  been  cleansed  and  deepened. 

Petroe  Stores. — 5  are  registered  and  regularly  inspected. 

Sewage  Disposal  and  Sewering. — Regular  Cleansing  and 
repairs  effected.  One  serious  burst  and  two  stoppages  due  to 
ingrowing  tree  roots  have  occurred  and  been  remedied.  Flooding 
lias  occurred  at  tide  lock  at  various  points,  and  the  need  for  storage 
accommodation  at  the  outlet  is  urgent. 

Refuse  Removal. — Carried  out  direct  by  Council  and  dis¬ 
posed  of  on  Tip  in  country.  A  pleasing  feature  is  the  conversion 
from  ashpits  to  bins  which  is  taking  place,  these  are  not  only  far 
more  sanitary  but  more  easy  of  removal. 

May  I,  in  conclusion,  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Committee  for  the  interest  taken  in  the  work  of  the  department 
during  the  year. 

I  am,  vSir  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


E.  PRESCOTT, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


